MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

and widely differing trends of thought. It is when these
are subdivided, to bring up their number to 73, that the
arbitrariness appears.

In his article entitled Le denombrement des sectes Ma-
hometanes, which appeared in the Revue de I'Histoire de la
Religion, vol. 26, Goldziher offers an explanation for the
origin of this rather extraordinary saying attributed to
Mohammed. He tells how allusions to this division by
European authors are to be found as early as the sixteenth
century. Martinus Crucius in his Turco-Graedae libri octo,
Bale, 1587, p. 66, says: " Superstitio Mohametana est in
LXXII principals sectas divisa, quarum una sola in Para-
disurn dux est, reliquae vero in inferos." Some traditions
give the number as 72 instead of 73. Ibn Maja (d. 283)
gives * three versions of this saying of the prophet: In one
it is only the Jews who, with their 71 sects, are opposed to
the future division of Islam into 72 sects, the Christians not
even being mentioned; in another, in opposition to the 73
sects of Islam, the Jews are mentioned with 71, and the
Christians with 72 sects, of which one shall go to heaven,
while the rest are condemned to> hell; in the third version,
the 71 Jewish sects alone are opposed to Islam. Palgrave
suggested that the idea of the 72 sects came from the New
Testament account of Our Lord's 72 disciples. Goldziher's
suggestion is that this tradition is an erroneous interpreta-
tion of a word which originally meant something quite dif-
ferent, this wrong interpretation having changed the primi-
tive form. In other words, " Shu'ab/' branches;, a term
applied very generally to* the various ramifications of an
idea, came to mean " Firkah," division, and thus sect. The
tradition which has become thus misinterpreted is, accord-

1 Abu-'Abdallah Muhammad ibn-Yazid ibn-Maja al-Kazwim. Cf.
Brockelmann, Arabische Littefatur, vol. i, p. 163. De Slane, itm-Khalli-
kan, Biographical Dictionary, vol. ii, p. 680.